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Grace Bible Church exists as the household of God to make
disciples in New Orleans who, together, accurately represent
God and faithfully uphold his truth in the world.
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Thisisafree resource from Grace Bible Church.
For Bible teaching and other biblical resources, please visit GraceBibleNOLA.org.
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136.

In 1878, J. C. Ryle reminded his fellow Englishmen that
“Ignorance can never be the mother of acceptable
worship.”l | wholeheartedly agree with this
conviction. Without knowledge, God cannot be
rightly worshipped by those whom he created for
this very purpose (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14). And as it
was then, so it is in our day, that biblical illiteracy
prevents many from knowing, obeying, believing,
and enjoying the God who made them.

This burden to help people in New Orleans become
better worshippers of God and followers of Christ is
what has! motivated me to publish our church’s
annual reading guide. In it, you will find
encouragement to read God's Word consistently and
to familiarize yourself with extrabiblical resources
that provide biblical instruction.

In this 2026 edition, you will notice various quotes, all
from the pen of John Charles Ryle (1816-1900), the
first bishop of Liverpool in England. His writings, life,
and ministry have been a great encouragement to me
over the years. In my opinion, he is one of the most
clear, theologically sound, courageous, and
accessible writers available to the English-speaking
world. If others are encouraged to peruse his writings
from this' publication, | think | will have done the
world a little bit of good.

May God, by His great grace, enliven your pursuit of
Him this coming year.

Omri Miles,
Lead Pastor

1J. C. Ryle, Practical Religion (Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust, 1998),

——
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REASONS TO READ THE BIBLE

Reading the Bible is not the only way for Christians to learn God's word and
be edified by the contents of Scripture. In fact, for most of human history,
God’'s words were unable to be read reqgularly in private by the average
person. It was not until soon after the invention of the printing press in 1440
that the Bible became widely available for the common man. Before the
printing press, which is arguably the most important invention in human
history, books had to be copied by hand and/or memorized. Because of the
preciousness of God's word, God's people have practiced both copying and
memorizing Scripture.? But by the time Jesus lived and ministered on earth,
it was clear that he expected those with access to the written word of God
to be acquainted with its teaching by having read it for themselves (cf. Matt.
12:3, 5; 19:4; 21:16, 42; 22:31). Now God’s word is available to English
speakers in nearly every format imaginable. This only heightens our
culpability to know God’s word well.

Undoubtedly, the emphasis for God's people according to Scripture is to
hear and heed God's voice. This is why, among other things to do with his
word, God instructs us to memorize it (Ps. 119:16; Pro. 3:1), meditate on it
(Josh. 1:8; Ps. 119:15, 23, 48), sing it (Ps. 119:54; Eph. 5:19), preach it (2Tim.
4:2), listen to it (Pro. 2:2; 8:6), speak it to one another (Eph. 4:15; 1Thess.
4:18), and to pay close attention to what he has said (Heb. 2:1; 2Pet. 1:19).

The following several reasons explain the importance of regular Bible
reading. For an excellent, extended treatment on the benefits of Bible
rReallding, pick up our church’s giveaway book, How Readest Thou? by J. C.
yle.

1. Mad, apekethe wendp oy SChiplune: On its own, this is reason enough

to read the Bible. The worth of the Speaker is what makes God’'s words so
recious. God, being of infinite worth, is infinitely worthy of being heard
Job 23:12; Ps. 19:10).

2. mmmmagﬂmﬁ This goes beyond God speaking

merely. God caused his spoken words to be written down for us in
Scripture (Ex. 31:18; Jer. 36:27-32; 2Pet. 1:19-21). Therefore, we should
read them.

2 For more on the history of the copied biblical Text and its trustworthiness, see
James R. White, The King James Only Controversy: Can You Trust Modern Translations?
(Bloomington, MN: Bethany House Publishers, 2009).
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SWUW&%AUILPWWWW sabralisrn: No one can

be saved apart from having some Bible knowledge because it is the Bible
alone that tells man how to be saved. A man may not own a Bible, may not
have aBible in his own language, and may have never seen a Bible before.
But he must have first heard something of the biblical gospel before he
canbelieve it and be saved (Rom. 1:15-16; 10:11-15). Regularly reading God's
word will make the Christian more acquainted with salvation and also
better able to communicate the good news of salvation to others.

4. mwwdq&ogwupumwnmwmwwa{imm Weare
allin need of personal change. We must become more like Jesus, and to

do this, God has made his word the means by which we are conformed
into the image of Christ (i.e., sanctified; Jn. 17:17). Therefore, reqular
Bible reading brings God's people into contact with the truth, God's choice
means for producing personal change.

5.vaw£ed?esgwupauwmpwawv ing. Job, the same
man who, for alltime, exemplifies godly endurance in suffering(Jas. 5:10-

11) also said, "I have treasured the words of his mouth more than my
portion of food” (Job 23:12). Therefore, we ought to conclude that
esteeming God's word is essential to enduring suffering.

6. Knewledge pSLeCty wa [ruome dangen: God's wisdom,
given to us in God's word, protects us from the danger and trouble we
incur when left to our own foolish thoughts (see Proverbs chapter 2). Of
course, more than mere head-knowledge about the Bible is necessary in
order to experience the protection that God's word offers. We must not
only hear God's words, but also heed them as well (Pro. 4:1-8).
Nevertheless, before the word can be applied, it must be first be known.
Bible reading makes us know what God has said so that we can live
'%]rguztﬂt)a—free lives as we heed His wise counsel in the Scriptures (Ps.

7. [m@mﬁgdq@%, amgpumg, aide swv enthance: inte the ki
Those who endure to the end so that they eventually inherit God's
kingdom(Ps. 1:6; 2:6-8)are those who delight in God's word (Ps. 1:2). Their
humble faith in what God has spoken compels them to avoid ungodliness
(Ps. 1:1), to grow constantly(Ps. 1:3), to heed God's gracious warnings (Ps.

2:10), and to worship him with reverence (Ps. 2:11-12). Entrance at last into
God's kingdom begins with humbly hearing him speak.3

3 This connection between inheriting the kingdom and heeding God's voice can be
seen in the way Jesus begins and ends the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5:2-12 and 7:24-29).
This same connection is made by the writer of Hebrews throughout the entire epistle, but
especially poignantly in 3:7-4:2.
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HOW TO READ THE BIBLE

1. Reads by asking God to grant you insight into what you

read from his word and to cause you to submit to whatever he will teach
you inyour reading. Psalm 119:33-37 offers an excellent example of this.

2. Reads by receiving every word of Scripture as the very voice of
almighty God. Humble confidence in God's ability to speak requires us to

believe, obey, love, and receive as inherently good, every word he has
spoken (Pro. 30:5-6).

3. Readvwwatingliy by believing the truth of everything God has spoken.
Jesus prayed that the truth would change us (Jn. 17:17); therefore,
believing what he has revealed is the key to living a faithful life, for
wherever faith is found, faithfulness is sure to follow (see Hebrews
chapter 11).

4. Read sl by pursuing holiness of life inwardly in the fear of God.
The one who fears God will care most what God thinks about his heart,
where only God sees (Pro. 4:23; 1Thess. 2:3-4; Heb. 3:12). This fear of
(God will rr;ake us put on sincerity, which God’s word is useful to produce
1Tim. 1:5).

5. Ieead: purypeseflliy by planning beforehand for regular, consistent,

thoughtful Bible reading. Avoid reading verses or portions of Scripture
randomly and, instead, read through entire books of the Bible.

6. Read ] by reading from the same physical Bible as often as

possible and making marks with a pen or pencil. While the ability to
access God's word digitally is an incredible modern blessing from the
Lord, the mind and memory seem to be better aided by seeing the
written word open before us as we carefully notate it in helpful ways.

7. ?aead,panaw by taking a long-term approach to your Bible reading.

The goal of Bible reading isnt so much to master God's word as it is to
be mastered by God's Word. This should encourage us to think about our
Bible intake in terms of years and decades, rather than seeking life-
changing discoveries every time we read.
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BIBLE READING PLANS

langalens Bookal-ar Jume Bibbe Iceading, PLar

This reading plan is designed to help readers complete the entire Bible in a
year. It guides the reader through an entire book of the Bible at a time,
mixing Old and New Testament readings throughout the year and staying in
only two different books at once. The Navigators website will require an
email address before granting access to the free plan.

preacherin the 1800s, and popularized by modern theologian and author, D.

A. Carson. It includes readings from four places daily, taking the reader
through the Old Testament once and the New Testament and Psalms twice.
Bookmarks with the readings from each section of Scripture can be
downloaded here. Other printable formats can be found here.

This plan takes the reader through the entire Bible (or just the New
Testament) in one year, while only reading five times each week. The 0Old
Testament readings are structured chronologically, as far as possible,
instead of straight through from left to right or an entire book at a time. Job
is placed at the end of this plan.

ordering the reading for each day by the order in which it occursin Scripture
historically. Many have found that reading the Bible this way helps to grasp
how the people, events, and books of the Bible all fit together. However,
those who do utilize this plan should keep a couple factors in mind: (1) the
books of Scripture were written as single units rather than to chronicle the
order of events; therefore, the reader may find greater difficulty in grasping
the author’s intention in writing a certain book due to regularly moving
between various parts of Scripture; (2) some portions of Scripture (many of
the Psalms, for example) are difficult, or even impossible, to order
chronologically; (3) at times the interpreter must make a decision about the
particular timing of an event, whether it is past, present, or future, or
whether (as in the gospels) similar events are the same or different;
therefore, with these finals factors in mind, the order of the readingsis not
always beyond debate or discussion.
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RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

This year's recommended resources include three books. The subjects
covered include church history, ecclesiology (the study of the church), and
practical theology. The remaining resources address holiness, assurance,
and faith, themes found in the book of First John. It is my hope that the First
John-related resources will be instructive supplementary helps as we
continue studying it in our corporate Sunday gatherings.

Also, the complete works of J. C. Ryle are available to be checked out in the
church library. Several copies are also available for purchase among the
books for sale.

Dawid, Clarnkesry - Puiing Publc Wevstup
At a time when internet Bible teachers are
commonplace, digital shepherds are sought after,
and online church is preferred, we cannot
overemphasize the priority God places on the
corporate gathering of His people. In Prizing Public
Worship, David Clarkson (1622-1686) makes a
strong biblical case for the superiority of
corporate worship over private devotion. Without
denigrating the need to pursue Christ individually
and in private, Clarkson offers compelling
argumentation in favor of prioritizing the
corporate gathering of God's people. 168 pages

Prizing Public
Worship

4. Peance Caney, - Widliam Lanéynown to us

now as “the father of modern missions,” William
Carey (1761-1834) earned this title through his
indefatigable zeal for the evangelization of people
with no Bible and who had never heard the name of
Jesus. After patiently overcoming the
unwillingness of Christians in England to engage in
missionary activity, he spent his life laboring in
India as a missionary and Bible translator. This
biography, written by Carey’s great-grandson, will
inform us how God used a country shoe-maker to
accomplish great things for His cause and spur us
on to also attempt great things for His name's sake.
432 pages



https://archive.org/details/williamcarey0000spea/page/n5/mode/2up
https://heritagebooks.org/products/prizing-public-worship-clarkson.html
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JERRY BRIDGES

LIFE IN
CHRIST

Martyn
Lloyd-Jones

HIS PEOPLE

3l

SANCTIFICATION

- J’IIIAW//WThe principles
taughtin this book played a major part in sustaining
me during a pivotal time in my life. In it, Bridges
leads the reader into a greater confidence in God’s
trustworthiness by expounding a few attributes of
God from Scripture — God's sovereignty, love,
goodness, and wisdom. It is an incredible resource
to help readers practically apply very weighty
theological concepts about God's character.

368 pages

Qludies v GV Martyn Lioyd-Jones is
considered by many, the greatest preacher of the
20th century. This book, originally five separate
volumes, is a compilation of his sermons
preached at Westminster Chapelin London in the
late 1940s. This has been my go-to resource on
First John. | encourage those with us on Sundays
toread along from week to week in preparation for
hearing the sermons on Sundays. 736 pages

Macdanrthwy - At a time
when there is so much confusion about the
Christian’s duty before God, fight against sin, and
practical growthin holiness, thislittle book shines
a welcomed ray of clarity. With simple, insightful
observations about the current evangelical
landscape, Dr. John MacArthur succinctly
demonstrates the importance and blessing of
holiness in the lives of God's people. 75 pages
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https://www.thriftbooks.com/w/trusting-god-even-when-life-hurts_jerry-bridges/246680/#edition=13214589&idiq=32593113
https://heritagebooks.org/products/sanctification-gods-passion-for-his-people.html
https://www.amazon.com/Life-Christ-Original-Five-Volumes/dp/1581344392/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3C1EGDCN59Q9R&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.THTku5tvIrO6_nHHhD4VyOj-JPrKs1oT67YpP_MqoCRDZ9Rr3K5Kw-CDmAYt_yCq3BZCpvN2xC7WS82n3B3jfH06WiUZoFqxe5gw0-ryZxk9JrgwMD0X6SQvbPUWrZoNnmP81-8gAfHo7IGx_irqtRW7PxJOwt2XJQwlURbRhpbqW4DfBx48X_q-fFY4Pb63h2MN9As3iRZGVdiIGNId7Tg3IfKkmVNaxLdnTGZhyWY.GMZAmaFByb71Q89jLRXpLH1tddY18vS3SSoGLTuj9v0&dib_tag=se&keywords=life+in+christ+lloyd+jones&qid=1768777621&s=books&sprefix=life+in+christ+lloyd+jone,stripbooks,159&sr=1-1
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WILLIAM
GREENHILL

THE DOUBTING
BELIEVER

Obadiah Sedgwick

PURITAN |
Aenpirres
FOR TODAY

| Faith Seeking
Assurance

ANTHONY
BURGESS

Wilkiarm Mreenhill, - e weda
Based on First John 2:15-17, the Puritan pastor,
William Greenhill (1558-1671), eloquently explains
how and why the believer must stop loving the
world. What | especially found helpful in this
volume was Greenhill's ability to compare the
value of what is eternal with those lesser, earthly
things that are unworthy of our devotion. 92 pages

Qbadiahy  Ledguwick - Jhe Osubivig
Beliay@y hssurance of salvation is a major theme
in the book of First John. Puritan pastor, Obadiah
Sedgwick (c. 1600-1658), taught a series of
sermons on the subject of doubt and assurance. It
was such a great encouragement that he finally
put his teachings into print at the urging of others.
This volume sheds light on the nature, causes, and
cures of doubt in believers. 232 pages

antheriy Bungensy - Jaidly
DAUNAUCE Another Puritan pastor, Anthony
Burgess (d. 1664), rightly understood the value of
assurance and, therefore, encouraged believers
to pursue confidence in salvation. In this, his
desire mirrors the apostle John's in his first
epistle. In Faith Seeking Assurance, Burgess helps
readers to carefully distinguish between carnal
confidence and grace-wrought assurance of
salvation.

209 pages



https://heritagebooks.org/products/stop-loving-the-world-greenhill.html
https://heritagebooks.org/products/the-doubting-believer-sedgwick.html
https://heritagebooks.org/products/faith-seeking-assurance-burgess.html

How Readest Thou? by J. C. Ryle
The Freedom and Power of Forgiveness by John MacArthur
The Duties of Parents by J. C. Ryle

Churchin Hard Places by Mez McConnell and Mike McKinley
The Gospel According to Jesus by John MacArthur

The Gospel and Personal Evangelism by Mark Dever

Rules for Walking in Fellowship or Duties of Christian Fellowship by John Owen
The King James Only Controversy by James R. White Letterson

Christian Education by an anonymous mother Evangelicalism

Divided by lain Murray

The Attributes of God by Arthur W. Pink

Keeping the Heart by John Flavel



https://gracebiblenola.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Image_2024-rg-cover.png
https://gracebiblenola.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/2025-Reading-Guide.pdf

“@ tanterry vr arv excellent help v a dank
night, bub i 1> net heme. Mear o grace
nel Preny enwand; ouwand, upiwarnd; T

- Lo “Comel & Chnintman Qrwitation s sl
iy Chvdstmany Jheughis (- 1) | «m




"Jhaanﬂgwwﬂebe'waw,happ% wmwwo'zrd,a@
thia ia te be everv canting all, canes v 246d Qb i the

bujing te carvuy theirv suwrv bundens which % oftery
makes believens oad. Q they with enlyy el their
theublen to Med; he Wit enable them te beary them ar
eanilly an Lamasn did the gater of Mana. Qi they ane
nesdlved to keep them L themeelves they, witd (ind ene
day that the vey granehspper v a bwdery (Eccles.
Ia:5)"

- kwm "Prayen i Practicals Retigisr (p. 15)



CORPORATE PRAYER REQUESTS

Please keep our church in prayer reqularly. If it's helpful, use the following
requests and the accompanying passages of Scripture to inform your
prayers.

1.

2.

10.

God would receive glory through this church in New Orleans East
(Eph. 3:20-21).

Increasiing love and unity between our members (1Cor. 1:10; 1Thess.
3:12-13).

The preaching and teaching would produce love and godliness in the
lives of those who gather with us (1Tim. 1:5).

The church’s distinctives would become commonplace among us so
that the church would be known for these godly virtues (1Thess. 1:8).

God would raise up elders and deacons to help lead in shepherding and
serving the church body (1Tim. 3:1-13; Ti. 1:5—95).

Amusic leader to lead us in singing during our gatherings (Eph. 5:19).

Diligence and wisdom for Omri as he leads the church in preaching,
discipleship, and shepherding (1Tim. 4:6-16), and also seeks to leverage
opportunities for ministry through writing and recording and teaching in
other places.

Successin our evangelism efforts as we proclaim Christ to those around
us, especially in New Orleans East (1Cor. 1:22-31; Col. 1:28).

We would become financially self-sustaining, able to support numerous
staff for the work of ministry (1Cor. 9:9-11; 1Tim. 5:17—18{.)

Praise God for those individuals and churches who have chosen to
partner with us to see the gospel advance in New Orleans! Pray that their
gifts to us would bear fruit here and in those local churches to the glory
of God (Phil 4:15-17).

ONLINE RESOURCES

Several resources are currently available on our church website. Our
catalogue of sermons, blogs, and digital media continues to grow.

SERMONS | CROOK & NIB BLOG | UPDATES BLOG | YOUTUBE CHANNEL
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https://gracebiblenola.org/sermon/
https://gracebiblenola.org/crook-nib/
https://gracebiblenola.org/blog/
https://www.youtube.com/@GraceBibleNOLA

MINISTRY PARTNERS

The several churches shown below support us financially, pray for us
reqgularly, and/or share resources with us to advance the gospel here in New
Orleans.

aty ) XTSPEnT
< % GraceCommunity
FOUNDERS 3 CHURCH

BAPTIST CHURCH

BIBLE CHURCH BIBLE CHURCH « KATY

TWINCTY @ Lirmanity

BIBLE CHURCH Church

(iﬁ) MISSION CORNERSTONE

PFAITH

COMMUNITY CHURCH

—

. ol |

Inter-City

BAPTIST CHURCH Field

B® Grace Immanucl

P sisiecHuren

KT\ NORTHWEST

COMMUNITY CHUR

A\BETHEL {5 FInISTERRE
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https://glorycommunitychurch.com/
https://www.foundersbaptist.org/
https://www.az.church/
https://thefieldnola.com/
https://www.twincitybible.org/
https://www.faithcommunitychurch.org/
https://www.missionbibleaz.org/
https://www.gibcjupiter.org/
https://www.timberlakebaptist.org/
https://www.cbckaty.org/
https://www.gcchsv.org/
https://www.finisterremission.org/
https://bethelofhouston.com/
https://intercity.org/
https://nccphx.org/
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