EPHESIANS 6:16
GOD’S POWERFUL PANOPLY (PART 4 — FAITH)

Piece four: the shield of faith

‘Faith is the hinge on which victory turns. —J. C. Ryle

Defined.
Genesis 15:6, with Romans 4:1-21; Proverbs 3:5, 7

“Trust is not a passive state of mind. It is a vigorous act of the soul by which we
choose to lay hold on the promises of God and cling to them despite the
adversity that at times seeks to overwhelm us.”? — Jerry Bridges

Dressed.
Matthew 4:1-11; Genesis 22:1-19; Joshua 2:1-24

"As for true Christians, faith is the very backbone of their spiritual existence. No
one ever fights earnestly against the world, the flesh and the devil, unless he has
engraven on his heart certain great principles which he believes.” — J. C. Ryle

"When we actively pursue faith, the truth regulates our lives. By faith we hold
onto the certainty that God, who transcends our feelings, experiences, and
circumstances, is the One who determines reality. His truth is true, even when it doesn't feel
right. His will s ultimate, even when our experiences seem determinative. His hand is mighty, even when our
circumstances seem omnipotent. His character is holy, even when our emotions betray us. His promises are final, even

when despair seems permanent.” — Jerry Wragg and Paul Shirley*
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Defended.
Hebrews 11:1-40; TJohn 5:4

‘It is not without reason that the most necessary instruments of warfare—a
sword and a shield—are compared to faith, and to the word of God. In the
spiritual combat, these two hold the highest rank. By faith we repel all the
attacks of the devil, and by the word of God the enemy himself is slain. If the
word of God shall have its efficacy upon us through faith, we shall be more than
sufficiently armed both for opposing the enemy and for putting him to flight.”
—dJohn Calvin

5 John Calvin, Calvin's Commentaries, Volume XXI, (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2023),
339.
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