
LUKE 17:1-10 
IS FORGIVENESS CONDITIONAL? 

I. The Positions 
A. The Unconditional View 

B. The Conditional View 

II. The Passages 
A. Luke 17:1-10 

1. Jesus’ burden, v. 1-2 

2. Jesus’ warning, v. 3 

3. Jesus’ scenario, v. 3-4 

4. Jesus’ requirement, v. 5-6 

5. Jesus’ reminder, v. 7-10 
B. Mark 11:25 

C. Ephesians 4:32 
III. The Problems 

A. Misinterpreting Luke 17:3 as describing a strict procedure, not a hypothetical 
scenario 

B. Separating the willingness to forgive from the act of forgiveness  

C. Substituting a willingness to forgive for the act of forgiveness 

D. Over-applying God’s pattern of forgiveness with our practice of forgiveness 

E. Prioritizing what others must do over who I must be 

F. Assuming artificial limitations of unconditional forgiveness  

1. Confrontation of sin cannot take place once forgiveness is granted 

2. Church discipline will fail if believers forgive unconditionally 

3. Those who hold the unconditional view are seeking to avoid conflict 

G. Misunderstanding the implications of the conditional/transactional view 

1. Forgiving unbelievers would be impossible, since they do not repent 

2. At times, others’ repentance is impossible to discern 
3. Sometimes, others’ repentance is impossible to obtain or witness
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